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Minutes for April 11, 2016
OPA General Meeting
6:30 – 9:00 PM Joslyn Park
633 Kensington Road
Santa Monica CA 90405
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Judy Abdo, Mark Gorman, Sadat Huq, Jeff Jarow, Evan Meyer, Mike Salazar, Jodi Summers, Roger Swanson, Patty Godon-Tann, Dave Tann, Kate Kennedy, Roger Swanson
NOTICED BOARD MEMBER ABSENCES: Mary Marlow, Zachary Gaidzik, Jim Lawson
6:30 to 9:00 PM REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING    
1. Introduction to OPA - Andrew Gledhill 
· Welcome
2.    Membership Announcement - Sadat Huq 
· Membership is great. Please join.
· Membership has decided to order reusable bags. 
· Discussion on migrating the website.
· Evan – early transition to Nationbuilder as a website.
· Patty – let’s not do it until after the parade.
3.    Community Comments/the Neighborhood Voice: Public Inquiries, Questions, Concerns
· David– Heal the Bay Coastal Commission Beach Cleanup this Saturday 10-5. 1600 Ocean Front Walk.
· Evan – let’s open it to the audience
· Jackie – A transplant from NY requested more networking events.
· Kate – send an email if you want stuff on Facebook.
4.    Approval of Minutes from Feb 8th Meeting - Jodi Summers 
· Mark made the motion.
· Kate 2nded.
5. Treasurer’s Report/Grant Update - Patty Godon-Tann 
· Patty received the Grant on March 1st.
· Spending of Grant money – from August 2015 – June 2016
· Spending options can include:
· Wild Apricot
· Board Insurance
· General and Regular Meeting expenses

· Incentives for events

· Took in $4000 in grant money
· Spent $224 on refreshments
· Boardmembers need to do volunteer hours sheets – did you do yours?
· Quarterly report
· Took in $4,301 in the first quarter.
· Spent $1284.38.
· Pony league
· Main St. storage locker
6.    Begin Committee Reports:              
· Santa Monica Airport - Mike Salazar 
· Currently with the 9th district court of appeals.
· Discussion of the 1990 Grant Assurances – ongoing.
· Talk of class action suit.
· Council approved the airport leasing policy.
· Tie Downs have been untied.
· County Parks needs being assessed.
· Main Street Committee - Jodi Summers 
· David Martin from City Planning and members of the Community Development Dept. were present to speak and answer questions about parking--especially the parking meters, and other traffic issues.
· City is in transition with parking meter vendors.
· Negotiating with the vendors at that time.
· The sensors don’t work very well, they will be upgraded. 
· Parking tickets received from faulty sensors are refundable, but the one who received the ticket has to go through the process with the City to get a credit.
· Main St. merchants believe that unwarranted tickets leave visitors with a negative impression and they don’t come back.
· Additionally, if you don’t put the parking receipt on the dashboard, you can get a ticket.
· Debbie Lee from the City and Aaron Paley the consultant on "Open Streets Day” spoke about the closing of Main Street on June 5th and what may or may not be available for merchants to do.
· 4th of July Parade  - Jeff Jarow 
· Parade day is Monday.
· City has a big celebration the week before at the college – we should make an announcement about the parade.
· Marketing committee.
· This year people will be asked if they want to make donations.
· Major sponsors will be at different donation levels.
· Under $500 donation will receive an honorable mention on the website.
· No theme this year.
· Looking for more music and acts for the parade.
· City of Santa Monica has been very generous.
· Thanks for coming and volunteering.
· Evan, Jodi, Kate, and Zach are the marketing committee.
· Kate – What about reversing the route?
· Jeff – it’s an ordinance that needs to be changed.
· Ocean Park Zoning and Events - Judy Abdo 
· Coastal Zoning Ordinance
· Downtown Community Plan
· Tree Committee - Andrew Gledhill 
· Andrew will write a note to the urban forester congratulating them on his award.
· Projector Selection Committee - Evan Meyer 
· If we move to the library, we don’t need a projector because they have one available for use.
· Neighborhood Art - Evan Meyer 
· Red Cross mural almost finished.
· Cross Campus mural done.
· Handful of projects are coming up in the near future.
· Neighborhood Council 
· Need people to man polling places for the elections.
· Our polling place is the Church of Ocean Park, upstairs.
         7. Meeting was extending until 9:30.
         8.   Farmer’s Market Update from Jodi Low 
· 4 farmers markets in Santa Monica.
· Main St.
· Testing varieties of activities since the ponies and the petting zoo left.
· Art classes.
· Cooking demonstrations.
· Recruiting prepared foods.
· New farmers.
· The market is asking for an extension on opening hours.  Start time 8:30- ending time 1:30. Setup time 7 a.m.
 9.   Crime Prevention Coordinator Myesha Morrison, Neighborhood Resource Officer Lauralee Ash 
· Spoke about how to find out about crime in the area.
· Suggested www.crimemapping.com
· Vehicle Thefts are the main issue.
· Lock it. Take it. Keep it.
· Roger made a 2015 Lincoln Blvd. Crime Map.
· Also there is increased crime downtown.
· Myesha said they are focusing on that area.
· Roger – drunk in public is the majority of the issues.
· The actual issue is homelessness.
· Patty – someone on the neighborhood throwing rocks at cars.
· Then he was passed out in the street.
· Not sure if the police will make the correlation.
· Myesha – Handed out her cards and email.
· Mark – There are two beats in Ocean Park, one is by the beach.
· For a security consultation contact the SMPD. 
10. Coastal Plan, followed by Downtown Plan – City staff (City of Santa Monica Strategic & Transportation Planning Division; Downtown Community Plan Team - Liz Bar-El - Local Coastal Plan, Peter James – DCP.
· Liz Bar-El - Local Coastal Plan - PowerPoint presentation.
· Done in close cooperation with the Coastal Commission.
· LCP –Local Coastal Program from the 1976 Coastal Act created the Coastal Commission.
· Land use plan.
· Implementation plan – Zoning Ordinance.
· Last time it took the city 11 years to get to the land use plan finished and the implementation plan was never certified.
· A goal is maintaining and enhancing the beach access.
· For the Coastal commission, encouraging people to go to the beach in different modes of transportation.
· Access to the beach does not mean a parking spot at the beach.
· Model called Cosmos that will predict climate change and sea rise.
· Peter James – Downtown Community Plan
· Downtown is 29 acres or 4% of Santa Monica
· 4,500 residents
· 25,000 jobs
· 1,100 hotel rooms
· 60% of all development will be downtown
· 25,000 new units
· 900 new hotel rooms
· Land use standards were adopted in 1984
· Possible live theater, live music
· Grow entertainment beyond the Promenade
· Height and density – 3 hotels beyond the height limits
· Strategies on congestion and access
· Public spaces are necessary.
· Esplanade will open the 2nd week of May.
· Train, May 20th
· Not enough parkland.
· Sustainable infrastructure
· Continued outreach
· Roger asked when Peter James return to the Lincoln Blvd. Corridor Plan
· Peter responded after these presentations
· Land in the downtown area is estimated at $169m per acre.
· Sears  is folded into a REIT
· Liz – GAMP is going forward.
· Peter – Gateway Master Plan is scheduled for 2017.
· Zoning will be set aside to tackle these issues.
· Judy – Hollywood and Glendale are talking about freeway capping - are the communities talking to each other?
· Peter – Santa Monica is part of the Freeway Cap Coalition.
· Hollywood is leading the charge.
11. General Expo Update, including Open Street Event - Erin Taylor 
· Train rides and updates
· Friday May 13th Metro art tour
· Saturday May 14th – bike ride from the Culver City Metro Station through Culver City.
· Metro event – May 20th 10-11:30 – VIP ride ending @ 4th St.
· Train breaks banner
· Explore the neighborhoods
· Bus rides, Breeze rides
· Try it out
· Open Streets 
· $200,000 grant from Metro.
· Celebrate what you can do in Santa Monica with Open Streets.
· Where and what you can do.
· Celebrate Colorado Esplanade, Expo opening
· Judy - they were going to pull a temporary use permit for the whole street.
· We should be planning Open Streets Day.
12. OPA meeting location discussion - Andrew Gledhill 
· Moving OPA meetings to the library.
· 2nd Monday in August.
· Judy proposed we try it for the August meeting.
· Evan 2nded
· August meeting will be at the library.
· Mark – big move. No parking.
· Patty is reserving Joslyn Park until December.

Evan – making membership more fun.
· Back to the library – the cornerstone of community and learning anywhere in the world.
· Library should have a spot on the agenda each month – so Karen can come in and talk about the library.
· Lawn at the library is like a park does not need permits to have live music.
· OPA should start sponsoring performances on the lawn on Saturdays for a few hours. 
· Engage the library more in the community.
· Judy moved that we encourage Evan to pursue music at the library.
· Kate 2nded.
· Motion passed.
· Evan suggested a comment box – offline and online…
· This conversation will be continued.
13.  Adjourned 9:19. 
Refreshments May: Judy
Next meeting is Monday May 9, 2016 from 7:00 – 9:00PM at Joslyn Park. 
Includes the history of the African-American community in Ocean Park.
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