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Minutes for May 9, 2016
OPA General Meeting
6:30 – 9:00 PM Joslyn Park
633 Kensington Road
Santa Monica CA 90405
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:
Judy Abdo, Mark Gorman, Sadat Huq, Zachary Gaidzik, Jim Lawson, Jeff Jarow, Evan Meyer, Mike Salazar, Jodi Summers, Roger Swanson, Patty Godon-Tann, Mary Marlow, Roger Swanson
NOTICED BOARD MEMBERS ABSCENT:
Dave Tann, Kate Kennedy
I. Introduction to OPA (Andrew Gledhill – 1 minute)

A. Call to Order 6:38 p.m.

II. Membership Announcement (Sadat Huq – 3 minutes)

A. Welcome, join.

B. We would like parade volunteers.

III. Actions Taken Since Last Board Meeting (5 minutes)

A. Patti – Insurance for both Board and Parade

B. Patti – Permit to utilize to Joslyn Park community room through December.

C. Andrew – Recognition sent to Mathew Wells because City of Santa Monica’s urban forestry program became the ninth such program in the United States to receive accreditation by the Society of Municipal Arborists (SMA).
1. Rick Cole acknowledged.

D. Mike - Shotgun House is up for a Governor’s Office preservation Award. Thank you for quick approval.

1. Patty – come by the Shotgun House and we will share the history of Ocean Park.

IV. Approval of Minutes from April 11 Meeting (Jodi Summers – 2 minutes)

A. Change 1990 to 1994 in airport

B.  Andrew made a motion.

C. Mark 2nded.

V. Treasurer’s Report/Grant Update (Patty Godon-Tann – 5 minutes)

A. $891 in membership contributions from the last mailer.

B. More have just arrived.

C. Did a $500 PayPal drop in April and another $380 this week.

D. Put in your grant hour sheet.

1. A copy of the grant application will be at the next meeting.

E. We have ordered incentives.

F. Expenditures are minimal except for the Board insurance.

VI. Begin Committee Reports:             

A. Lincoln Boulevard Task Force (Roger Swanson – 5 minutes)

1. Meeting with Chief of Police Seabrooks.

a) Police department will step up.

b) 47% of the incidents are homeless related.

c) There will be a focus on liquor stores.

2. The Lincoln Blvd. Task Force has been invited to National Night Out.

3. Meeting with Rick Cole May 4th.

a) Good meeting with City Manager.

b) Peter James pulled from the project.

c) Wanted confirmation that LBTF will move forward.

d) Lighting has been delayed.

e) Things for later – Improvement districts and the historical signage.

f) Awaiting a chart.

4. Jim – Roger’s efforts were very well organized, and Rick really took in what he had to say.

B. Santa Monica Airport (Mike Salazar – 5 minutes)

1.
Wednesday flight school aviation comes to the airport and will be off by June 10th that will significantly impact the amount of planes.

5. Letter has been written objecting to the Motorplex project.

6. Senators Boxer and Feinstein have written letters that the noise studies are inadequate.

7. Two subleases are being negotiated with Snapchat, one of the largest buildings on the north side of the runway as well as 8 hangars. 
8. Result of Atlantic Aviation losing their sublease.

9. NDAA national business jet lobby Measure D campaign – they’re started to persuade people about the benefits of the airport.

10. A USC class took on their airport project, how to make a safe airport, how to turn it into a park, how to make it a development project.

11. In their estimation the only way to make it safe is to require buffer areas. 

12. On Friday there is an event featuring the park designer of the first 12 acres at the airport.

13. Nelson Hernandez the new airport Tsar will be there as well.

C. 
Main Street Committee (Jodi Summers – 5 minutes) 

1. 
Talk was about upcoming events – Mainopoly, the Solstice Celebration and Open Streets Day.

14. Mark for Areal offered a wall for Beautify Earth to paint on Open Streets Day.

15. Judy – Let’s make this work because there are people who want to close it for other events.

D.
Judy - On Thursday there will be a meeting at John Muir School about saving groundwater. It’s putting rain back into the ground. It’s part of a project that OPA started 6-7 years ago. Los Amigos park Stormwater harvesting project at 2526 6th St.

E.
General Plan – Mary - Committee turned in comments on the community plan environmental impact report.
1. 
We will be looking at the downtown plan as its coming up.

16. There will be a series of educational meetings on the DCP.

17. The conversation on planning and the environmental impact report continues. 
F.
Communications (Zach Gaidzik – 5 minutes)

1. 
Information is being communicated pretty well via the revised website.
18. We have put out a call to action for bands.

19. Evan – getting bands is not only great for parade but also for Make Music LA as well as the Ocean Park library performances.

20. Jackie (from the audience) – The jazz band LA confidential is keen on performing in front of the library.

21. Andrew – Evan’s initiative is to do music in front of the library.

a) We can use the grant money to pay for bands.

22. Patty – City gave us $400 for Make Music LA. 

23. Evan – have a membership table, so it could be a wash.

24. Evan – We can also do with it at the performances at the library. 

G.
Parade (Jeff Jarow – 5 minutes) 

1. 
Parade is coming along really well. Lots of sponsorships coming in. Poster is done.

2.
Kate and ‘Evan are doing marketing. Jodi is doing publicity.
3.
Website is coming along nicely - Santamonicaparade.com.
4.
Tell your friends.

5.
We had close to 100 groups participating in the parade last year.

6.
Hopefully we will get the Wells Fargo Stagecoach – application is in.

H.
Membership (Sadat Huq – 5 minutes)
1.
Membership has had a nice upswing from the newsletter.

2.
Just handed Patty $900 for about 30 memberships.

3.
We currently have 35 paying members. OPA’s email database is 1,000.

I.
Neighborhood Art (Evan Meyer – 5 minutes)

1.
The Main St. Mural Anything Can Happen won Most Loved Santa Monica Mural.  

25. Surf liquor mural has expanded.

26. There are a few more on Pico.

J.
Tree Committee (Andrew Gledhill – 1 minute)

27. Because of the weather, trees are struggling.

VII. At 6:57 pm: Open Street Event update (Kathy LePrevost – 10 minutes)

A. May 20th Expo opening event.

B. On May 21st the station celebration, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
1. Free train rides, free big blue bus rides, free bike share. 

2. Temporary wayfinding signs.

3. There is a lot of information in this week’s seascape.

4. June 5th – Open Streets, some streets like Main St. are closed to vehicles.

5. Biking or pedestrian only.

6. Fun things going on along the route.

7. Culture at 1450 Ocean.

8. Mobility at the Civic Auditorium.

9. Ken Genser Square – City Zone.

10. Sustainability at Tongua Park.

11. Farmers market will be open until 3 p.m.
12. Community Gardens open.
13. Shotgun House Open 9-3.

14. Santa Monica library activities on the lawn.

15. Animal shelter will be there as well.

16. Businesses will offer discounts.

17. Smgov.net/coast

18. Metro.net/moreexpo.

C. C. Officer Bob Almot Expo Planning team.

1. Evan – Yellow curbs that separate the humans from the rail on Colorado are low.
D. Officer Almot - If you go to Long Beach, there are no curves. If you go over our curbs with a vehicle, you know it. 

1. That’s the solution they came up with.

2. Already 2,700 traffic tickets since they started enforcement on the train.

E. There is a Nielson Way bicycle issue – people get hit. 

F. Officer Almot - Currently doing a bikes on sidewalk enforcement.

1. The idea is to get people out of their cars.

2. We want to stop the bicycle pedestrian interactions.

G. Roger - People on Lincoln Blvd. ride on the sidewalk.


1. Stencil on handicap curb “no bikes on sidewalk.”
2. LBTF has asked for signage that says “no bikes allowed.”

H. Officer Almot - That’s public works - Martin Paeta.

I. Roger – bikes are not following the laws.

J. Officer Almot - The City has stepped up enforcement of bicycles.

K. Is looking at their phone on a bicycle legal?
L. Officer Almot - Yes.

M. Jodi - Where do skateboards fall?
N. Officer Almot - Hopefully they don’t.

1. They can’t ride their skateboard in such a way that it doesn’t hurt pedestrians.

2. Skateboards should not be in bike lanes.
VII. 
At 7.15pm: Santa Monica Mirror update (Mirror staff – 10 minutes)

O. Jennifer Eden our local reporter and Ocean Park resident.
P. The Mirror covers important issues, what residents do, what young people do, we’ve been trying to be more inclusive.

Q. Audience member – What about affordable housing?
R. A lot of stories coming off of tips and emails.

S. Jodi - Power outages in Ocean Park.
T. Patty – that’s Edison. They are trying to upgrade our 1920s infrastructure.

U. Edison has said we’re out of luck, and they only replace what has destroyed itself.

V. Judy - Trying to find solutions through the Church of Ocean Park.

1. Edison says we’ll fix it when it breaks.

W. Mike - The switch from Verizon to Frontier people having ongoing problems.

1. Nobody knew it was coming.

X. Jennifer Eden - We’ve been working on that. We live in the neighborhood and have been experiencing that.

1. We need bands for our 4th of July Parade.

2. Judy – I get angry when I read the Mirror. I don’t know what opinion is and what is reporting.

3. Are you trying to be more realistic or more tabloid?

4. We have two columnists, our other articles may lend themselves to features rather than news.

a) It’s tricky to get balanced opinions in Santa Monica.

5. Sometimes the Mirror reads like you run press releases.

a) Sometimes we run press releases.

b) If we want something run, send a press release and be available for a call.

6. Sadat – membership announcement.

a) Annual dues are $20, please.

7. Evan – why are you here?
a) Bianca –because I love the neighborhood.

b) Jann – I thought the agenda was interesting.

c) Jackie – I moved from New York and I’m keen to be part of the community.

d) I want to hear about this church I used to live next to.

VIII. At 7.30pm: Alison Rose Jefferson will speak about the twentieth century history of the African American community in Santa Monica when Ocean Park's Phillips Chapel CME Church was its institutional center and the Inkwell was one of its important recreational outposts (Alison Rose Jefferson, Historian – 20 minutes; 10 minutes for questions) 
A. The 20th century history of the African American community in Ocean Park.

B. The earliest institution of the African American community gathering places in Santa Monica.

C. The first African Americans in Santa Monica moved around the turn of the 20th century. Along with other ethnics, looking for a better life.

D. Many were from Southern states, escaping Jim Crow era discrimination.

E. They moved into the area of the Civic Center and High School.

F. Phillips Chapel was established in 1907 – the first established on the West Coast.

G. It is the only community.

H. They originally met at Hull’s Hall @ 3rd and Broadway.

I. There were still dirt roads in Ocean Park.

J. The 4th St hill was the inland boundary of the residential area.

K. Most of the housing was boarding houses and beach bungalows servicing residents and visitors.

L. Main and Pier became the center.

M. Charles H. Phillips, district head of CME Church bought a school building from the School Board in 1908. This became the first CME church in California. Building was from the 1890s, a damaged school building. May be the oldest continually used building in the city today.

N. The Phillips Chapel structure was significantly remodeled in 1910 and the 1940s.

O. The building has maintained its appearance through the renovations.

P. It was the first African American church established by former slaves. Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in 1954 it became the Christian American Episcopal Church, and it remains so today.

Q. The CME church is very similar to the united Methodist church. 

R. The education of former slaves was the agenda of the Church.

S. In Santa Monica, the social life was centered on the family church and the places that allowed their patronage.

T. Rev. James Stout became the minister in 1909. The Stout family made Ocean Park their permanent home.

U. Entertainment, lectures and talks at the church. Langston Hughes spoke at Phillips Chapel.

V. Some of Rev. Stout and family are memorialized in the stained glass windows at the Chapel.

W. Relative Hillard Lawson was a member of the City Council in the 1970s.

X. 2009 Phillips Chapel became a City landmark due to its cultural significance.

Y. The Inkwell – after church, African Americans would go to the beach.

Z. There was not a lot of racial harassment. The development of beaches free from white harassment was an issue of the Civil Rights movement.

AA. The term the Inkwell became a badge of pride.

AB. Previously referred to as Bay St. Beach and not the Inkwell.

AC. In 2008, the City of Santa Monica officially recognized the Inkwell and Nick Galiban, the first documented African American surfer in the Santa Monica Bay.

AD. Jeff - Christine Lawson a member of the board for many years.

AE. Mike Salazar- Nick Galiban – 6th most influential surfer in the world.

AF. Alison – he has become a folk hero.

1. Chrystine remembers seeing many people of multiple ethnicities surfing.

2. Nick participated with the Anglo surfing community and they became a little familiar with him. 

AG. Mitch – Alivia’s Restaurant – it was a run down Main St. buildings were being taken out for the twin towers. 

AH. Roger – Anthony Fuller – principal of Olympic High School – SaMoHi and SMC student. Maybe a consciousness. Community like Santa Monica would like to memorialize him more.

AI. Alison – he has been well acknowledged. There are many other stories – 
1. We had two city council members that were African American at the same time.

2. And the importance of Reverend Stout.

AJ. Jeff – Does the Santa Monica museum have this information?
AK. Alison just got a PHD, has been working on it since 2004. Want to work with different museums that I get a different level of respect.

LL.      Civic Auditorium – Many groups were displaced, starting in the ‘40s. The freeway also displaced many people. The African American people did not have an imprinted social space.  There was a space called La Bonita that started in 1914 and ran into the 1950s. Let commemoration be for the public good. 

IX. At 8.10pm: City Attorney Accountability Act presentation (Santa Monicans for Democracy – 10 minutes) Craig Miller, Andy Nassitier. 
A. Craig Miller, Andy Nassitier presenting an initiative to change the status of an elected official.

1. Craig, we’re not anti-government. My father work for Tom Bradley for 14 years.

B. Having been around government for a long time, have learned the difference between a government that is inclusive and a government that is exclusive.

C. Too frequently, the City Attorney views the citizens as a distraction to the business.

D. The City Attorney has the responsibility to take the role of legality and ethics.

E. The City Attorney greenlighted the Elizabeth Reil firing. $700,000 paid out. $400,000 for a study that concluded you shouldn’t fire people because you don’t like their politics. 
F. There is also no permissions to practice a pocket veto.

G. The City Attorney Accountability Act challenges the City Attorney to give a response to the council objectives.

H. The City Attorney Accountability Act believes City Attorney should live in the City.

I. The City Attorney accountability project will evolve.

J. In addition, there is subjective Big Blue Bus advertising. 

1. BBB would not allow not for-profit advertising.

2. Recently changed because of community pressure.

3. Not well-serving of the constituents and the people who live here.  

X. Presentation of the opposing view (Santa Monica Councilmember Gleam Davis – 10 minutes)
A. Michael Feinstein – I came here to see Gleam Davis, and here I am speaking. 
B. The way our government works is that we choose the Council and the Council chooses the administrators.

C. A city-wide election for an allegation about the law is not what we want to do.

D. We do not want to elect a city attorney.

E. The City Attorney makes thousands of decisions every year based on public policy. Most of the time its working, you just hear about the ones that are not working.

F. It’s going to bring in tons of developer money.

G. I still trust this system – 4 votes to hire 5 votes to fire. 
H. Don’t politicize the structure of this city.
XII. Questions (5 minutes)

A. Jan - 20 years ago the people rose up and fired the City Attorney for not following the people’s will. 

B. Roger – How many more problems will we need to know that it’s not working?
C. Judy – I was on the council. The attorney was directed to do things that were against the homeless community. The council asked him to do things that the city did not feel were right. He said, “I will not do what you say. He was directed to do something and he didn’t do it.”
I. Michael F. – Both those things can be true at the same time.

J. Craig M. – There is the mechanism but not the political will.

K. Mary – Transparency Project – we brought the Oaks complaints – we still have not had any enforcement by the city attorney.

1. Meeting on May 24th @ 4:30 p.m.

2. City Council wants to hear feedback on the City Attorney’s job.

XI. Adjourned 8:53.
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